
F o r  m o r e in fo r m a tio n v is it w w w .s k in n e r s .tr a v e l

S AT U R DAY 28 T H AP R IL CAK E INT ER NAT IO NAL –
T HE CAK E DECO R AT ING AN D BAK ING S HO W

Departing O xted 8 .45am (RouteA) w e drive to th e E xcel Centre,

L ondon, for th is brand new cake sh ow. E njoy th e tw o Demonstration

Th eatres w ith some of th e g reatest sug arcraft and cake decorators

from both h ome and abroad. Sh esto/Cassie Brow n’s Cakes w ill be

sh ow casing airbrush ing and special effects; C.I.Rosg ar.eu w ill

demonstrate th e latest rolling pin tech niques and textures;Ann

Pickard w ill sh ow  y ou h ow  to model animals and people from

sug arpaste; and th e Paul Bradford Sug arcraft Sch ool w ill demonstrate

h ow to create unique and sty lish sug arpaste h andbag s. Join Paula

M acleod in th e Cake Decorators’ K itch en, w h ere y ou can enjoy th eir

mouth -w atering demonstrations.Th ere are exciting L IVE Baking

Demonstrations: a g reat opportunity to w atch and pick up cooking

skills and tips! Th e cake demonstrations are sh ort and easy to

remember, including w h at to do w ith th ose leftover pudding s and

cakes.Th e rang e of supplies and products on offer is stag g ering , and

w ith so many exh ibitors g ath ered in one place, y our search for th ose

elusive cutters, g litters, tins, stands and piping nozzles may w ell be

over! Refresh ments available. Return leave 4.30pm.Arriving back at G odstone approx. 5.30pm

Ad u lt £ 2 9 .0 0 S e n Cit £ 2 8 .0 0 Ch ild £ 1 8 .5 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /Sh o w )

T U ES DAY 1S T M AY BL O S S O M T O U R W IT H AF T ER NO O N T EA

Depart O xted 10.00am (Route B) for a scenic ride enjoy ing th e

picturesque country side as it aw akens from th e long , cold w inter.A

stop w ill be made for a leisurely lunch , completing th e day at

Ch idding stone H oath , w h ere th e localW I w ill serve us w ith

afternoon tea. Follow ing tea w e’ll make our w ay h ome, arriving

back at L impsfield Ch art by approx. 5.15pm

Co s t £ 2 3 .7 5
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /Af t e r n o o n Te a)
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F o r b o o k in g s c a ll (0 1883)713633

F R IDAY 4T H M AY T U L IP F ES T IV AL AT P AS H L EY M ANO R G AR DEN S

Depart O xted 10.00am (Route B) for th e drive to Pash ley M anor G ardens at

Ticeh urst w h ere th is w eek th ey are h olding th eir annualTulip Festival. L ose

y ourself among th e 25,000 blooms g racing th is quintessential E ng lish G arden.

E ach area of th e g arden

h olds stunning display s;

some 100 varieties are

sh ow n from th e vibrant red

and h ot orang e coloured tulips in th e h erbaceous borders to th e

cream, w h ite, pale g olden y ellow and apricot tulips in th e

E lizabeth an G arden and th e pink and w h ite tulips along th eTerrace.

Th ere w ill be 2,000 cut tulips display ed in vases in a marquee in

th e g ardens. Return leave 3.30pm. Refresh ments available.Arriving

back at L impsfield Ch art approx. 5.00pm.

Co s t £ 2 6 .5 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /En t r y t o Pas h le y M an o r G ar d e n s )

W EDN ES DAY 9T H M AY O L D T Y M E P L AY ER S – M AG IC O F T HE M U S ICAL S

Depart O xted 8 .30am (RouteA) for th e drive to Bash ley in th e N ew Forest w h ere w e

sh all enjoy a tw o course roast beef and apple pie lunch before our afternoon of fun and

laug h ter w ith th is sparkling new  production w ith all y our musical favourites! Performed

by th e South ’s leading Th eatre Company . Full of song s, dance and loads of comedy ,

prepare to be entertained. During th e interval w e sh all be served a cream tea. Return

after performance.Arriving back at G odstone by approx. 6.45pm.

Co s t £ 4 7 .8 5
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /L u n c h /Sh o w /C r e am Te a)

If any one sh ould require th e veg etarian lunch option of veg etable lasag ne or M editerranean ch eese & tomato

W elling ton please let us know at time of booking .

F R IDAY 11T H M AY EAS T BO U R N E

Depart O xted 9 .15am (Route B) for E astbourne w h ere y ou can

enjoy a day by th e Sea and/or visit th eArndale Sh opping Centre.

E astbourne is one of th e larg est resorts on th e South Coast

enjoy ing a w onderful position on th e edg e of th e E ng lish

Ch annel. Return leave th e Pierh ead 5.15pm. Returning to

L impsfield Ch art by approx. 7.00pm.

Ad u lt £ 1 8 .5 0 Ch ild £ 1 6 .5 0
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F o r  m o r e in fo r m a tio n v is it w w w .s k in n e r s .tr a v e l

S U N DAY 13T H M AY CO L U M BIA R OAD S HO P S & F L O W ER M AR K ET

Depart O xted 8 .00am (Route C)

for th e drive to Columbia Road,

L ondon, sitting on th e edg e of th e

city w ith Sh oreditch to th e w est

and Brick L ane and Spitalfields

nearby . O n Sunday th e street is

transformed into oasis of foliag e

and flow ers. E very th ing from

bedding plants to 10 foot banana

trees are up for g rabs.Th e air is

intense w ith th e scent of flow ers

and th e ch ant of th e barrow boy s

“E verth in’ a fiver”. M any of th e flow er sellers g row th eir ow n plants, oth ers import th em from around th e w orld Th ere

is a vast ch oice, from h erbs to bedding plants, perennials, alpines, bamboo & semi-tropical plants. Columbia Road is

one of th e few streets in th e country composed of sixty independent sh ops. Small art g alleries sit next to cup-cake

sh ops, vintag e cloth es stores, E ng lish and Italian delis, g arden and antique sh ops.Th ere are also g reat pubs, cafés and

restaurants. Refresh ments available. Return leave 2.00pm.Arriving back at Sanderstead by approx. 3.30pm.

Ad u lt £ 1 8 .5 0 Ch ild £ 1 6 .5 0

M O N DAY 14T H M AY EL T HAM P AL ACE – A M O N U M ENT T O  S U M P T U O U S S T Y L E!

Depart O xted 10.30am (RouteA)

for E lth am Palace, E lth am.

Immerse y ourself in 19 30sArt

Deco decadence at E lth am

Palace. Built by th e w ealth y

Courtauld family next to th e

remains of E lth am Palace,

ch ildh ood h ome of H enry VIII, it’s

among th e finest examples ofArt

Deco arch itecture in E ng land.Th e stunning entrance h all, marvellous panelled

dining room, luxurious bath room, and th e mag nificent medieval G reat H all, are

just some of th e h ig h lig h ts.Th e g ardens are a rare and very fine example of 19 30s

g arden desig n and incorporate elements of th e medieval palace, w h ich adds a

furth er intrig uing dimension.Th e sunken rose g arden features early h y brid tea and

h y brid musk varieties from th e 19 30s and leads onto a series of g arden rooms. E lth am h as extensive tree and sh rub

planting s making th e site a plantsman’s paradise. Refresh ments available. Return leave 4.00pm.Arriving back at

G odstone by approx. 5.00pm.

Ad u lt £ 2 4 .8 5 S e n Cit £ 2 3 .9 5 Ch ild £ 1 8 .0 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /En t r y t o Elt h am Palac e )

(En g He r it ag e m e m b e r s  le s s : Ad u lt s : £ 7.91 , Se n C it s : £ 7.1 4, C h il d r e n : £ 4.76 b u t m u s t b r in g c ar d )

19

© 
Fl
ic 
k r
 –
 L
 in
 d
 a 
H

© 
Fl
ic 
k r
-s
 im
 
ia 
n t

S K I N N E R S
D

AY 
EX C

U R S IO N S 
20

1
2



F o r b o o k in g s c a ll (0 1883)713633

T H U R S DAY 17T H M AY T HAM ES CR U IS E & W INDS O R

Depart O xted 8 .45am (RouteA) for Boulters L ock,

M aidenh ead, one of th e liveliest locks on th e River

Th ames w h ere w e join a boat for a trip dow n th e

river passing under M aidenh ead Bridg e th en Brunel’s

finest railw ay crossing of th e river at th e villag e of

Bray .As th e river bends to embrace th e villag e, th e

flinty tow er of th e 13th -century ch urch reminds th e

boatman of th e famousVicar of Bray – Simon Alw y n

– w h o repeatedly ch ang ed h is view s to keep h is living

under H enry VIII, E dw ard

VI, M ary and E lizabeth I.

O nce th roug h Bray L ock w e pass M onkey Island and Dorney Court before arriving

lunch time in W indsor, w h ere th e remainder of th e day w ill be at leisure to may be explore

W indsor Castle; or w ander th roug h th e picturesque centre, perh aps to Peascod Street and

St. L eonard’s Road, w ith th eir fish mong ers, bakers, delicatessens, boutiques and craft

sh ops. Return leave 5.15pm.Arriving back in G odstone by approx. 6.30pm.

Ad u lt £ 3 1 .1 0 Ch ild £ 1 9 .4 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /Riv e r C r u is e )

F R IDAY 18 T H M AY T HAM ES BAR R IER IN F O R M AT IO N CENT R E & G R EEN W ICH

Depart O xted 8 .30 am (RouteA) for

Th eTh ames Barrier Information

Centre w h ere w e sh all h ave time to

enjoy a cup of coffee in Th eTerrace

Café w h ich offers spectacular view s of

th e Barrier itself, before being taken on

a g uided tour of th e Information

Centre, learning about th e h istory of

th e river and th e risk of flooding in

L ondon as w ell as th e environment

and w ildlife of th eTh ames and find out h ow  th eTh ames Barrier w as desig ned and built and h ow  it w orks. O ne of th e

larg est moveable flood barriers in th e w orld, th eTh ames Barrier protects 125 square kilometres of central L ondon.

Th at’s 1.25 million people, h istoric building s including th e H ouses of Parliament, offices, pow er supplies, tube lines and

h ospitals to name a few. It is also one of L ondon's most striking and famous landmarks.W ith its distinctive stainless

steel piers it spans 520 metres across th e RiverTh ames. L ate morning w e take th e sh ort drive on to G reenw ich w h ere

y ou w ill be at leisure to explore; may be visit th e recently restored famous clipper, th e Cutty Sark (due to re-open

Spring 2012), stroll th roug h G reenw ich Park, visit th e Planetarium or th e O ld Roy al O bservatory , th roug h w h ich th e

M eridian line runs. Return leave 5.00pm.Arriving back in G odstone by approx. 6.00pm.

Ad u lt £ 2 7 .1 0 Ch ild £ 2 2 .5 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /En t r y t o an d G u id e d To u r o f In f o r m at io n C e n t r e )
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F o r  m o r e in fo r m a tio n v is it w w w .s k in n e r s .tr a v e l

S AT U R DAY 19T H M AY L Y N DH U R S T & EX BU R Y G AR DEN S

Depart O xted 8 .15am (RouteA) for

L y ndh urst in th e h eart of th e N ew

Forest, g iving time for lunch before

driving on to E xbury G ardens, a

spectacular 200 acre site, w orld-

famous for th e Roth sch ild Collection

of rh ododendrons, azaleas, camellias

and rare trees and sh rubs. Situated by

th e River Beaulieu, th ey are a place of

tranquillity and inspiration. Discover

E xbury ’s h idden beauty and escape

th e cares of th e w orld as y ou explore

a my riad of path w ay s. L et th e train

take th e strain on a 20 minute

journey or ride a ch auffeur driven bug g y to tour th e G ardens (cost not included). Refresh ments are available in th e

Smith y Restaurant and th eTennis CourtTearooms.Visit th e w ell-stocked Plant Centre w ith its know ledg eable staff on

h and, and th e G ift Sh op w ith its rang e of g ifts and souvenirs. Return leave 5.00pm.Arriving back at G odstone by

approx. 7.30pm

Ad u lt £ 3 6 .4 0 Ch ild £ 2 7 .0 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /En t r y t o G ar d e n s )

T U ES DAY 22N D M AY L EE V AL L EY O LY M P IC T O U R

Depart O xted 8 .15am (RouteA) for th e drive to meet our

g uide at th e E xcel E xh ibition Centre in L ondon’s Roy al

Docks w h ich needs no furth er construction w ork to h ost

th e Boxing , Judo,W eig h tlifting , W restling , TableTennis and

Taekw ondo. From h ere w e w ill drive to th e L ow er L eeValley

to a view ing point for th e O ly mpic Park, from w h ere w e g et

a g ood view of th e 8 0,000 seat Stadium and also see th e

futuristicVelodrome, th eAquatic Centre w ith its w avy roof

and th e O ly mpicVillag e.Th is h ug e project is totally

transforming th e L ow er L eeValley .W e’ll drive on th roug h

th e E ast E nd, past th e H ackney M arsh es and up th roug h

Ch urch ill’sW oodford constituency and E pping Forest to th e attractive market tow n ofW alth am Abbey for lunch .After

lunch w e drive past th e site for th e 2012 Canoe and K ay ak events and board our boat at Broxbourne for a g entle

ninety minute cruise th roug h quiet country side in th e L eeValley Park w h ich h as a larg er area covered by w ater th an

th e N orfolk Broads.W h ilst on board w e sh all enjoy a cream tea. Return leave 5.15pm.Arriving back at G odstone by

approx. 6.30pm.

Co s t £ 4 1 .9 5
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /G u id e d To u r/Bo at Far e /C r e am Te a)
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F o r b o o k in g s c a ll (0 1883)713633

T H U R S DAY 24T H M AY S W ANAG E & S W ANAG E R AILW AY

Depart O xted 7.45am (RouteA) for th e drive th roug h th e N ew Forest to

Sandbanks and th e ferry to Sw anag e w ith its sandy beach lining th e w ide

sw eeping bay . Swanag e delig h tfully combines th e ch arm of aVictorian seaside

tow n w ith th e conveniences and attractions of a modern tourist resort.Th e

Victorian era saw Sw anag e come alive and transform from a small quarry ing tow n

to a popular seaside resort. M any of th e Barg es taking stone to L ondon returned

w ith unusual g ifts from local

benefactors: th eW elling ton Clock

Tow er, w h ich stands close to th e

L ifeboat H ouse, once adorned th e

south ern approach to L ondon

Bridg e.Th ose w h o w ish may , mid

afternoon, join us on a 1 h our round trip on th e Sw anag e Railw ay .Th e

ride w ill take us from Sw anag e Station via H armans Cross, past th e

dramatic ruins and beautiful villag e of Corfe to N orden w h ere th ere w ill

be a 10 minute break before retracing our steps to Sw anag e. Return leave 5.00pm.Arriving back at G odstone by

approx 9 .00pm.

Ad u lt £ 3 1 .2 5 Ch ild £ 2 1 .9 5 Ad u lt £ 3 9 .7 5 Ch ild £ 2 8 .4 5
(Sw an ag e o n ly ) (In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /Rail Far e )

S AT U R DAY 26T H M AY W EL L S O R CHEDDAR

Depart O xted 8 .00am (RouteA) for th e drive toW ells, at th e foot of th e M endip H ills.

H ere y ou w ill be at leisure to brow se and sh op. M ay be visit th e Cath edral w ith its

famous astronomical clock, one of th e earliest of its kind in th e w orld.Th e moat

surrounding th e Bish op’s Palace receives its w ater from th e‘W ells’ in th e Bish op’s

g arden, from w h ich th e city derives its name. O r journey on to enjoy th e spectacular

limestone G org e of Ch eddar w h ere y ou w ill see some of Britain’s most beautifully

illuminated sh ow caves – th e cath edral-like caverns of G oug h ’s Cave, carved out by

th e melt w aters of th e last IceAg e, and th e delicate stalactites and brilliant colours of

Cox’s Cave.Visit“Th e Cry stal Q uest” – a

dark w alk fantasy adventure deep w ith in

a cave – and th e Ch eddar G org e

H eritag e Centre w ith its 9 000 y ear old

Cave M an; see local craftsmen at w ork – th e Ch eddar G lassblow er, th e

Ch eddar Sw eet M aker and th e O rig inal Ch eddar Ch eese and Cider

depot. Refresh ments available. Return leave: Ch eddar 4.45pm,W ells

5.15pm.Arriving back at G odstone approx. 8 .15pm.

W e lls Ad u lt £ 3 3 .2 0 Ch ild £ 2 5 .5 0
Ch e d d a r Ad u lt £ 4 8 .9 5 Ch ild £ 3 7 .5 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /Cav e s & G o r g e Ex p lo r e r Tic k e t )
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F o r  m o r e in fo r m a tio n v is it w w w .s k in n e r s .tr a v e l

T U ES DAY 29T H M AY M Y DDL ET O N HO U S E G AR DEN S & BOAT T R IP W IT H CR EAM T EA

Depart 9 .00am (RouteA) for th e drive to th e new ly restored M y ddelton

H ouse G ardens, w h ere w e sh all be at leisure to explore th e ench anting six

acres and discover th e compelling story of one of Britain’s most famous

self-taug h t g ardeners, artists and expert botanists – E dw ard Aug ustus

Bow les. H e lived in M y ddelton H ouse from 18 65 to 19 54 and dedicated

much of h is life to transforming th e g ardens w ith h is love of unusual and

exotic plants. E xplore th e unusual plants of th e L unatic Asy lum, new ly

restored K itch en G arden and colourfulAlpine M eadow. Refresh ments

available. E arly afternoon w e make th e sh ort journey to Broxbourne w h ere

w e sh all board th e L ady of L eeValley for a 2 h our river cruise in th e L ee

Valley Park, w h ilst enjoy ing a traditional

Cream Tea. Return leave 5.00pm.

Arriving back in G odstone approx.

6.30pm

Co s t £ 3 3 .2 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /Vis it  t o
G ar d e n /Bo at Tr ip w it h C r e am Te a)

T H U R S DAY 31S T M AY L U L L ING S T O N E CAS T L E, CH U R CH & G AR DEN S

Depart O xted 1.00pm (RouteA) for th e drive to L ulling stone Castle

w h ich , set w ith in 120 acres of beautiful K ent country side is one of

E ng land’s oldest family estates, dating back to th e time of Domesday .

Th e present manor h ouse and g ate h ouse, w h ich overlook a stunning 15

acre lake, w ere built in 149 7 and h ave been h ome to th e H art Dy ke

family ever since. H enry VIII and Q ueen Anne are both know n to h ave

been reg ular visitors. H ere w e sh all be taken on a g uided tour of th e

H ouse, w ith its fine state rooms, family portraits and armour, th e

adjacent parish ch urch of St Botolph ’s, w h ich contains some of th e oldest

stained g lass w indow s in E ng land and th eW orld G arden of Plants.W e sh all learn of th e development of th eW orld

G arden, from conception in th e mind ofTom H art Dy ke w h ilst being h eld h ostag e in Columbia in 2000, to th e w ealth

of plant species – nearly 8 ,000 display ed in th eir respective countries of orig in.An example of th e DinosaurTree

(W ollemi Pine), th e oldest tree in th e w orld, is planted close toAy ers Rock (U luru)

in th eAustralian border.Th ere are innumerable h orticultural delig h ts for visitors to

see, smell and touch , including th e stinky Dog Pooh plant (H oodia g ordonii) th e

w orld's most dang erous plant, th e Q ueensland Sting er (Dendrocnide moroides)

and th e h ottest ch illi – Dorset nag a.Tea/coffee and biscuits available in th e

g rounds, more substantial refresh ments available at th eVisitors Centre, 1 km from

th e H ouse. Return leave 5.00pm.Arriving back at G odstone by approx 5.45pm.

Co s t £ 2 4 .5 0
(In c lu s iv e o f Co ac h /G u id e d t o u r o f L u ll in g s t o n e Cas t l e , C h u r c h an d G ar d e n )
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